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Introduction  
 
The Westman Agricultural Diversification Organization Inc. (WADO) manages a wide range of value-added 

and diversification agriculture research and demonstration projects that are summarized in this report.  

WADO operates in the southwest region of Manitoba and works in conjunction whenever possible with 

the other Diversification Centres in Roblin (PCDF), Arborg (PESAI) and Carberry (CMCDC).  The non-profit 

organization owes its success to the excellent cooperation and participation it receives from its Board of 

Directors, cooperating landowners, local producers, industry partners and cooperating research 

institutes.  WADO acts as a facilitator and sponsor for many of the Ag Extension events held across the 

province in conjunction with other Manitoba Agriculture staff and industry personnel.   This is all part of 

²!5hΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

cropping systems and better ways of improving profitability while being aware of the ever-changing needs 

of the industry. 

 

WADO receives the majority of its operating funds from the Agricultural Sustainability Initiative (ASI) and 

other Canadian Agriculture Partnership (CAP) programs.  Smaller amounts of additional funding come 

from the MCVET committee and other Industry Partners for the contract work that WADO is able to 

provide for these organizations. 

2022 Industry Partners

Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada 
Avondale Seeds 
.ŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ !ƎǊƛ-Centre 
BASF 
Bayer 
Canada Malt Barley Technical Centre 
Canada Manitoba Diversification Centres 
Canadian Agriculture Partnership                                          
Crop Development Center                                                       
Ducks Unlimited Canada   
Fiasco Farms                                                         
General Mills                                                                              
Kirkup Farms                                                                              
Manitoba Ag & Resource Development                                
Manitoba Cooperator                                                              
Manitoba Crop Alliance                                                            
Manitoba Crop Variety Evaluation Team                              
Manitoba Forage and Grass Association                              

Manitoba Pulse and Soybean Growers 
Manitoba Pulse Growers Association  
Manitoba Sunflower Growers Association 
Melita Chamber of Commerce 
Mustard 21 
Parkland Industrial Hemp Growers 
Paterson Grain 
Phillex Limited 
Prairie Mountain Hops 
Pulse Genetics 
Roquette Canada Limited 
Seed MB 
Sollio Agriculture 
Swanson Farms 
Tilbury Farms 
University of Manitoba 
University of Saskatchewan 
Western Produce
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WADO Directors  
WADO functions with a board of directors that assist in communications, activities, and project 
development.  The directors are from all across southwest Manitoba, and they have a direct connection 
to farming and agriculture.  The directors listed below are those that participated with WADO operations 
in 2022.    
 
Board member Location Manitoba Agriculture staff members are also 

part of the WADO board:    
 
Lionel Kaskiw ς Souris  
Amir Farooq   - Hamiota   
Scott Chalmers - Melita  
 
Board Advisor: Elmer Kaskiw ς Shoal Lake 

Gary Barker - Chairman Melita 
Brooks White Pierson 
Darren Peters Boissevain 
Kevin Beernaert Hartney 
Kevin Routledge Hamiota 
John Finnie Kenton 
Allan McKenzie Nesbitt 
Patrick Johnson Killarney 
Neil Galbraith Minnedosa 

 
 

Farmer Co-operators 2022 Trial Locations  
Cooperator -

Location  
Kirkup - 
Melita  

Fred Greig -   
Reston  

Tilbury/Swanson -    
Melita  

Barker -   
Melita  

Clarke - 
Melita/Bernice  

Legal Land 
Location 

SW22-3-27W1 
 

SE11-7-27W1 
 

SW18-4-26W1 
 

NW 6-4-26W1 
 

NE 19-4-27W1 
 

Soil type  
Waskada 

Loam  
Alexander Loam Waskada Loam  

Mentieth Loamy 
Fine Sand  

Chaucer Loamy 
Fine Sand  

 

WADO Staff 

Scott Chalmers (P.Ag.) is the Applied Research Specialist for Manitoba Agriculture.  Scott is responsible 
for project development, staff management, data analysis and extension/communications.  Scott has 
been working with WADO since 2007.  
  
McKenzie Rowe joined WADO in May 2022 as a research technician after receiving a B.Sc. from the 
Brandon University in 2020 and a Diploma in Agribusiness from Assiniboine Community College in 2022. 
She has been responsible for report preparation and writing.   
  
Leanne Mayes ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
procurement of day-to-day supplies, equipment repairs and maintenance, and other administrative duties 
as assigned. Chantal Elliott is also a full time Research Associate who assists with sample analysis and 
equipment repairs and maintenance. Joy Mayes, Tylan Chalmers, Tom Burnett were the casual summer 
students who helped the staff with daily tasks throughout the summer.  
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WADO staff Top (L-R): Tylan Chalmers, Tom Burnett, Joy Mayes. Bottom (L-R): Scott Chalmers, 
McKenzie Rowe, Chantal Elliott, Leanne Mayes.  

Got an idea or Proposal? 
 
The Westman Agricultural Diversification Organization continually looks for new research project ideas, 
value-added ideas, partnerships, and producer production concerns to address current and future 
challenges in agriculture.  
 

A new annual project intake process was initiated in November of 2022 where future trial collaborators 
can submit project ideas to be considered and selected in a more formal process. Please submit your 
contact information to Scott Chalmers to be put on an email notification list and check with the 
Manitoba Diversification Centres website for more information. If you have any ideas, please forward 
them to: 

 
Westman Agricultural Diversification Organization (WADO) 
c/o. Scott Chalmers, Manitoba Agriculture  
139 Main Street, P.O. Box 519 
Melita, MB R0M 1L0 
204-522-5415  
scott.chalmers@gov.mb.ca    
 

mailto:scott.chalmers@gov.mb.ca













































































































































































































































