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Diversification Centres Extend Ag-Innovations at the 

MB Ag Days 2023 

Manitoba Ag Days 2023 held in person at the Keystone Centre in Brandon, Manitoba, on January 17, 18, and 19.  

Canada's biggest indoor farm show, Manitoba Ag Days displays the Canadian agricultural business and brings everyone 

together to learn, network, and thrive. The Manitoba Ag Days event welcomed 71 speakers to the MNP and FCC 

theatres for the 2023 presentations, emphasizing all of the essential subjects in today's agriculture. The focus was on 

agronomy, weather, grain, and fertilizer markets, but there was also fun, health, and inspiration. 

The Manitoba Diversification Centres participated as an exhibitor at the Manitoba Ag Days agricultural exposition in 

Brandon.  After two long years during which the event did not occur due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was fantastic 

to see so many familiar faces once again, as well as some new ones.  Attendance was great, and the Manitoba 

Diversification Centres booth received a steady stream of visitors.  This year, the DC booth was located right beside 

the Manitoba Agriculture booth, which allowed the visitors to get an in-depth picture of agricultural innovation and 

services in the province. 

Left to Right: Scott Chalmers and James Frey (MB Ag) – Crop Diversification booth at MB Ag Days 



 

 

  

Because the summer months are usually so busy, and because the Diversification Centres are located in different 

regions of Manitoba, Ag Days is also a good opportunity for Diversification Centre staff to reconnect in person! 

Ag Days works with Ag in the Classroom to make the event educational for elementary school students.  The Manitoba 

Diversification Centres booth participated by presenting students with a challenge: to match a few of Manitoba’s 

primary agricultural commodities with processed goods.  Students scrambled to match canola with margarine, soybean 

with crayons, and flax with moulded car interior parts.  Nobody had trouble matching the pig with the bacon!  At least 

120 students visited the booths under this program.  To know more about Ag in the Classroom visit AITC Manitoba 

online. 

In addition to the students, approximately 170 producers and industry stakeholders visited the Diversification Centres 

booth.  What an amazing turnout!  It was an opportunity to discuss the successes and challenges of the growing season, 

as well as to brainstorm about the coming year.  The Manitoba Diversification Centres are proud to be part of such a 

thriving, resilient agricultural community. If you missed us at Ag Days, you can visit our booth at Crop Connect at 

Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre in Winnipeg, February 15th & 16th. 

Photo: Scott Chalmers talks with participants in the Ag in the Classroom Adventure. 

Left to Right: Chantal Elliott (WADO) and Faryal Yousaf (MCDC) – Crop Diversification booth at MB Ag Days 



 

 

 

 

  

 

  

MCDC Exhibits its Potato Research and Technology at 

the Manitoba Potato Production Days 2023 

Manitoba is Canada's second largest potato grower, after Prince Edward Island, with one-fifth of total national potato 

acreage. Manitoba Potato Production Days began in 1973 as Horticultural Production Days and has been held every 

year since. The indoor trade show celebrated its 50th Anniversary this year. The primary goal of the conference is to 

provide growers with current and relevant potato production knowledge. It also allows businesses to promote the newest 

in potato-production goods and equipment. The event welcomed over 80 exhibitors and 12 speakers to extend 

knowledge on regenerative agriculture practices, soil health and pest management in potatoes. 

The scientists from the Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre (MCDC) participated as exhibitor and presenter at the 

Manitoba Potato Production Days in Brandon. The MCDC shared outcomes of its two potato focused studies; “Track 

of Nitrogen Dynamics within Potato Rootzone” and “Managing Vericillium Wilt in Potatoes with Mustard 

Biofumigation.” The MCDC’s Nitrates Leaching study reported that a substantial amount of fertilizer-N is required to 

get the optimum yield and quality of potato tuber and to tolerate the diseases as well. In addition to nitrogenous 

fertilizers, irrigation management also plays a significant role in improving the crop yield. Potato tubers are very 

sensitive to water stress. Yield may be significantly reduced by water deficit. On the other hand, excessive water 

application may result in respiration stress and denitrification. Maximum potato production is achieved when the soil 

moisture is sustained at an optimum level and N is frequently available during the peak demand period within the potato 

root-zone. In order to achieve high potato yield with minimum water quality impact, both nitrogen and water 

management should be taken into account. 

The outcomes of MCDC’s potato research and information about on-going research activities are available at 

https://mbpotatoresearch.ca/ and https://mbdiversificationcentres.ca/.  

 

https://mbpotatoresearch.ca/
https://mbdiversificationcentres.ca/


 

 

  

  

The Prairies East Sustainable 

Agriculture Initiative (PESAI) research 

team modified the Salford air seeder to 

meet its diverse cropping system needs. 

This design modification in the seeding 

unit provides the ability to apply a wide 

array of fertilizer rates along with 

intercropping with different plant 

species in separate rows. The modified 

unit also has the option to "split" the 

seeder which makes it easier to use only 

the seed toolbar as a three-point hitch 

unit. By decoupling the back half, the 

unit becomes a single box seeder for 

tighter areas. 

The PESAI team also added larger tires 

for greater floatation and less 

compaction. The Diversification Centre 

is looking forward to use this modified 

and improved machine this spring after 

painting the unit. 

Featured Updates from PESAI 

The Prairies East Sustainable Agriculture Initiative (PESAI) attended and organized a booth at the South Interlake 

Grain Info Day at Clandeboye, MB on January 4th. Approximately 50 producers attended the event to hear from industry 

experts about the latest in Manitoba’s grain industry. The PESAI staff presented its grain focused research and got an 

opportunity to speak with local producers to explore future research needs of the area. 

 



 

 

 

Featured Updates from PESAI 

The PESAI team is attending the Brokenhead Agricultural Society conference at Beausejour, MB on February 1. The 

Diversification Centre expect to see approximately 200 producers and industry representative in the conference. The 

PESAI aims to have a booster pack to draw as a raffle prize for those who stop by at the trade booth. This event would 

provide the opportunity to PESAI to connect with producers from the eastern Manitoba as well as the Interlake region 

of the province to share research outcomes of the Diversification Centre. 

 The PESAI is excited to procure the unit NutriScan soil 

analyzer in its equipment inventory. The equipment would 

provide the ability to conduct unlimited amount of soil 

tests throughout the growing season and will be able to 

gather valuable data of fertilizer uptake throughout the life 

cycles of each plant species. The DC is also providing soil 

analysis services to producers in the area who drop off 

samples collected from their fields. This will be very 

valuable to local farmers by adding the option to get a soil 

nutrient back faster than a conventional lab without having 

to arrange for shipping especially in the busy spring 

season. 
 

 

Career Opportunities 

Manitoba’s Crop Diversification Centres are non-profit, applied research organizations directed by local producers and 

industry. The province’s four centres conduct applied research and demonstrations on crops, technology and best 

management practices. Their work advances primary production while supporting sustainable agronomic solutions that 

benefit local communities and supports the growth of agri-food and agri-product processing. 

The Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre (MCDC), in Carberry Manitoba and Prairies East Sustainable Agriculture 

Initiative Inc. located in Arborg (MB) with the satellite site in Beausejour conduct applied research and technology 

transfer in crops, annual forages, grains, oilseeds and water management. MCDC and PESAI invite applications for 

following positions to assist in agricultural applied research operations in Carberry and Arborg. These are excellent 

opportunities for agricultural students and graduates looking to broaden their knowledge of crop production in multiple  

crops and gain insight into field research methodologies. 

 

Field Research Associate 
One position at MCDC  

Location: Carberry, MB 

 

Summer Research Assistant 
Multiple positions at MCDC and PESAI  

Location: Carberry, MB; Arborg, MB 

 

Please scan the QR code or visit Manitoba Diversification Centres’ website 

for further information: 

 

https://mbdiversificationcentres.ca/careers/  

 

 

@CropCentres 

 

https://mbdiversificationcentres.ca/careers/

