
 

 

 

 

 
  

OUTREACH 

The Diversification Centres 

will be hosting booths at MB 

Ag Days, MB Potato Days, 

and CropCconnect 

Conference in 2023. These 

winter indoor expositions of 

agricultural production 

expertise, technology, and 

equipment are held in 

Manitoba annually. These 

events attract exhibitors and 

visitors from across Canada 

and provide an annual 

opportunity for producers to 

network and explore latest in-

crop technologies for their 

agricultural operations. 

MANITOBA AG 
DAYS 

January 17, 18 and 19, 2023 

Keystone Centre in Brandon, 
Manitoba 

 

 

MANITOBA 
POTATO DAYS 

January 24, 25 and 26, 2023 

Keystone Centre in Brandon, 
Manitoba 

 

CROPCONNECT 
CONFERENCE 

February 15 and 16, 2023  

Victoria Inn Hotel and Convention 
Centre in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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TEFF GRASS 
  

Potential & Opportunities  
   

The Diversification Centres (DCs) took part in a planning meeting with 

Manitoba Beef and Forage Initiatives (MBFI), which occurred in Winnipeg. This 

was an opportunity for participants to learn more about MBFI’s research and 

extension initiatives, and to explore opportunities for further collaboration.  The 

objectives of MBFI are to advance Manitoba’s beef and forage industry by 

engaging stakeholders, evaluating on-farm innovation, and extension for 

sustainability of farmers, the public, and the environment.  These goals make 

collaboration with the DCs a natural fit. 

In 2022, Parkland Crop Diversification Foundation (PCDF) joined with MBFI to 

examine teff grass for forage on an eight-acre field at the Brookdale Farm, eleven 

miles north of Brandon. The aim of the project was to evaluate the crop’s 

performance when grown on a larger scale, bridging the gap between small-

plot and field-scale research.  The crop grew well, especially after it was sprayed 

for broadleaf weeds.  When the cows were turned out in mid-October, the crop 

had produced a good supply of stockpiled grass. The DCs look forward to 

future collaborative research with MBFI.  Areas of mutual interest include 

research on crop-livestock systems, as well as partnerships with producers to 

conduct field-scale research, demonstrations, and extension.  
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4. 

 

Sunflowers 

Research 

at MCDC 

& WADO 

  

Sunflower Variety Performance Trials 
Oilseed and Confectionery Varieties  
Approximately 90 percent of all sunflowers grown in Canada 

are grown in Manitoba, but a growing proportion is also found 

in southeastern Saskatchewan, southern Alberta, and southern 

Ontario. About 65 percent of all Canadian sunflowers are 

confection types, which are primarily marketed as roasted 

snack food in the shell or as dehulled seeds for the baking 

industry. Although North America accounts for a sizable 

portion of this market, Canadian processors are increasingly 

expanding into markets in Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. 

Sunflower oil is produced from oilseed sunflowers, which are 

used in both the birdfood and crushing industries to produce 

one of the highest quality vegetable oils. Although oilseeds 

dominate the birdfood market, some smaller confection seeds 

are also used for birdseed. The Manitoba Crop Alliance (MCA) 

coordinates the sunflower variety performance trials (VPTs) in 

order to create an unbiased regional collection of hybrid 

performance data from across Manitoba. 

MCA provides Manitoba producers with hybrid performance 

data obtained from small-plot trials on an annual basis. The 

VPTs were also made possible by the seed industry's support 

in Manitoba. Every year, four sites are planted, each with a 

performance trial for oil-type sunflower hybrids and a trial for 

confection-type sunflower hybrids. These four locations are 

mostly near Melita, Carberry, Rossendale, and Elm Creek. 

Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre (MCDC) in Carberry and 

Westman Agricultural Diversification Organization (WADO) 

in Melita are two of the four locations. MCA recommends to 

choose varieties with better de-hull ratio, larger size and higher 

test weight. Plant population and environment will contribute  

greatly to the final product. The results of 2022 sunflower 

hybrid performance trials are available at MCA website at the 

link below: 

https://mbcropalliance.ca/resources/sunflower-variety-

performance-trials  

https://mbcropalliance.ca/resources/sunflower-variety-performance-trials
https://mbcropalliance.ca/resources/sunflower-variety-performance-trials
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PESAI Staff Attended Manitoba 

Agronomists Conference 
 

Staff from the Prairies East Sustainable Agriculture Initiative 

(PESAI), attended the 2022 Manitoba Agronomists Conference held 

in Winnipeg between  December 14 and 15.   The theme was 

“Climate change”, and it provided attendees with good learning 

opportunities. Drs. Tom Bruulsema & Mario Tenuta presented 

strategies and the 4R approach to reduce GHG emissions from 

agroecosystems. Speakers talked about soil carbon sequestration, 

carbon farming, crop diseases, lodging in cereals and challenges in 

canola emergence in a rainy year; the use of struvite – a new 

phosphorous fertilizer, soil acidification, soil compaction, cover 

crop, spot sprays and pest management. Two posters from 

Diversification Centres staff received good attention at the 

Manitoba Agronomist Conference: 

1. Soil temperature as affected by tile drainage in heavy clay 

soils of Manitoba 

2. Preliminary Study on Teff (Eragrostis tef) in Manitoba: 

Seeding rate and quality analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Frey (Applied Research Specialist at PCDF) presenting the Teff Study Poster at Manitoba Agronomists Conference 

Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre (MCDC) 

marks its 30th anniversary in 2023. The MCDC 

was established between the Government of 

Canada, the Government of Manitoba, and 

Manitoba Horticulture Productivity 

Enhancement Centre (MHPEC) in 1993. The 

Centre’s mission is to facilitate the development 

and adoption of science-based solutions for crop 

production.  MCDC’s strategic areas include 

sustainable irrigation, sustainable potato 

production, improving the environmental 

sustainability of intensive crop production, and 

crop diversification. MCDC’s activities include 

testing and demonstrating current irrigation 

technologies and crop performance field tests; 

forages and crop-livestock systems; and cover 

crops and regenerative agriculture projects. 

MCDC Celebrates 30 Years of 

Research and Education 


