
Hopyard Variety Evaluation 

 
Established: May 2018  
Objectives: To evaluate varieties of hops for production on the Prairies  
Collaborators:  James Frey – Diversification Specialist, Manitoba Agriculture 
 Jessica Frey – Research Technician, PCDF 
 
Project findings: Infrastructure came into place toward the end of the season for the hops to grow 
upward in their characteristic manner.  No harvest or data occurred for 2019. 

 
Background/References/Additional Resources  
Production of hops is a growing interest in Manitoba.  This is especially true as interest in Winnipeg and 
other cities surrounding locally sourced grains and hops for their craft brews continues to grow.  
Entrepreneurs in this industry all say that there is definitely room for more growers and as such 
Manitoba Agriculture seeks to establish a demonstration for interested parties.   
 
Diversification does not only take place a field scale, and horticultural opportunities such as hops 
provide alternatives for smaller acreage owners.  Growers of hops all describe the spicy sweet scents of 
ripening hops.  They are extremely fragrant and the different varieties each offer different qualities to 
the beers that are produced from them.  Equipment for planting and harvesting are available.  An 
August article in the Manitoba Cooperator described how hops growers received funding through the 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) for harvesting equipment. 
 
Hops quickly grow up to 19 feet in length by the end of June and working to get them properly strung up 
can provide for very busy work in the first part of the growing season.  Once harvested, they are ideally 
pressed into pellets which are the preferred form for brewers.  Some growers are looking at providing 
this service for other growers and others have devised their own means of producing pellets.  The size of 
the operation will determine what is needed for individual growers.  
 
Materials & Methods   
Entries: 6 varieties in 3 repetitions  
Varieties: See Table 1   
 
Table 1: Hops Varieties at Roblin     
      
 
 
 
 
Agronomic info 
Soil Type:  Erickson Loam Clay 
Landscape:   Rolling with trees to the east 
Planted:    June 2018 
Added Fertility:  Composted sheep manure 

Chinook Willammette 

Centennial Nugget 

Golden Cascade 

https://www.manitobacooperator.ca/crops/prairie-mountain-hops-is-manitobas-newest-hops-producer/?module=tag1&pgtype=article&i=
https://www.manitobacooperator.ca/crops/prairie-mountain-hops-is-manitobas-newest-hops-producer/?module=tag1&pgtype=article&i=
https://www.manitobacooperator.ca/country-crossroads/manitoba-hops-crop-a-growing-concern/

